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HA-524

MASOII-DIXON LINE: MILESTONE NO. 38(40) 1766 (reset 1902)
New Park, Pennsylvania vicinity

Public/private

Milestone No. 38(40), an original of 1766, marks Hason and Dixon's 38th horizontal
mile west of the initial stone at the northeast corner of Maryland, the beginning
of their 230.,228-mile West Line, longest of their survginflggglgu%762d6gag gg}%gion
define the boundary between the English provinces of Haryland arnd Pennsylvania.
This milestone, as with all original West Line wmonuments, is an embellished ocolitic
limestone post, quarried and carved in England, originally with a low pyramical
top and measuring about 12'" sguare by about 4}:' long, cut to stend about 3' above
ground. Re%gtb‘e @85/%0 stanéegg GEL Df Klmhiar¥l§gdﬁg$n§g g%%ogg%ngaggﬁdition
though unaltered, and remains rougihly at this same height, althougn there is some
guestion as to whether or not it was reset at the time of widening of the Carea
Road/LR-566071. The capital letters P on the north side (%%ﬁyg§lvania) and X on

the south (liaryland) side are barely discernible; some fluting remains an all four
sides but no margins; and the top is no longer pyramidal, from chipping along all
edges and toppg %nerg/gﬁghs%v%?ggeea%ﬁg¥lggt Oio%éewigg ig%g?g Diggﬁln& of
whitewash over the entire stone. On the federal and state levels, iHo. 38(40) is
primarily significant as one of a series of 135 original lason and Dixon monuments
still standing along the West Line, the boundary comnmonly kncwn since Civil War
times as the llason-Dixon Line, famous for its nistorical impact and innovative
survey methods. Locally, it is also significant as one of 17 original monuments
remaining along the present darford/York county boundary (3 crownstones, 1k mile-
stones), and amongst the diminishing number of objects and structures with a
visually identifiable relationship to the colonial and Civil War heritage of these

twe counties.




Survey io. HA-524

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Magi No. 1305244234

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY
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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT X DETERIORATED X UNALTERED ? X _ORIGINAL SITE
__GOoD __RUINS __ALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Filestone .10, 38(40) marks hason and Dixon's 38th horizontal mile west

pral

of the initial stone at the northeast cormner of llaryland, the beginning point

of their 230.228-mile West Line. It is an original milestone of 1766,

unaltered but in deteriorated condition, and is probably at its original site
but may have been slightly relocated at tue time Carea Road was widened (a local
rumor yet to be verified in Phase II of tne lleson-Dixon Line boundary marker

project).

The topograpay in tulis area is gently rolling, uwostly open farmland,

O

interspersed with patchnes of deciduous woods, zund is sparsely settled. The
site is within Harford Jounty's zlection DUistrict 4, York County's Fawn Grove
Townsnip; about 1 mile due soutia of the vills_e of llew ¥Yark, Pennsylvania;
about 1!: miles due north of the scattered crossroads settlement of Carea,
Maryland; in a mowed banic about 2' above road grade level, about 6' from

tae road edge, at the southeast corner formec by the Junction of Salt wuake
Road/PA T-580 with Carea Road/LR-56071. It is surrounded by bushes and
planting, and a spate of county and roads signs in tahe front yard of 5241

5

Carea Road, coumparatively protected, and visible from both roads, all seasons,.

The monument is an embellished oolitic limestone post, originally witha
a low pyramidzl top now forulessj; originally quarried and carved in &ngland,
measuring about 12" square by about 4:' long cut to stznd about 3' above
ground. It was reset in l?OZ,EurlEfngh%ogggr é ?ché 1900-03 Resurvey of
the i.aryland-Pennsylvania boundary, and remains roughly this aigh to date.
But it has been badly cihipped along the edges and top corners and unusually
weazthered, all surfaces, e$pecially the top, now pitted, chipped cnd luwmpy.
Both capital letters P on the north (Pennsylvania) side and i on the south
(Maryland) side have been damaged and are very indistinct, and the whole stone
has been waltewashed. Ilost fluting is still discernible,but all wmarzins are
gone.

my

(see Thematic Group National Register nominztion form for descriptions of tae
oricinal sason and Uixon monuments and the 1900-03 Resurvey nmetnod of resetting
taen)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



£} SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—_1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION _LAW __SCIENCE
—-1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
__1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
X_1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING __Music __THEATER
X_.1800~1899 _.COMMERCE X_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—-1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —~INDUSTRY XPOLITICS/GOVERNMENT }LOTHER {SPECIFY}
__INVENTION boundary surveying
SPECIFIC DATES 1766 (reset 1302, QUURRRARGHITERT. Charles liason & Jeremiah Dixon
moved since tuaen? )5

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

tefaced but unaltered,

Milestone wo. 358(40), an original of 1766,/is significant on the federal
and state levels primarily as one of & series of 135 original liason and Dixon

monuments still standing along tiueir 230.228-pmile .est Line, commonly known

0
ct

since Civil War tine

=N

]

he rnason-Dixon Line, famous for its historicel impact
ana innoveative survey methods. The site was preliminsrily surveyed in 1765
anc monument set the following year, wiere it was reset more securely in 1902
during tie course of the 1900-03 Resurvey of the saaryland-rennsylvania
boundary. (Jhether it remains at its original site cr was moved tc a nearby
site recently huas not yet been verified.) Locally, as one of 17 original
monuments remaining along the present Harford/York county becundary (3 crown-
stones, 14 milestones), iio. 3L(40) is also significant as among the diminishing

number of objects and structures with a visually identifiable relationship to

the colonial and Civil War heritage of these two counties.

HISTCRY AaiiD SUPPORT (see Thematic Greup liztional Register nomination form)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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(see Thematic Group Hational Register nomination foru)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

[JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __lesg than one acre

Juadrangle name: orrisville (liaryland-Pennsylvania), UsGs 7.5 minute series,
scale 1:24000
UTI. reference: zone 18, easting 37102, northing 439766

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION /
NS A

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE laryland county  Harford
STATE . COUNTY . -
Pennsylvania York
FORM PREPARED BY (2150 see form nreoscred by Jdezn swing ¢. 1970)
NAME/ TITLE  _ . . , .. s . ) . s
Alice MHertin (volunteer, il.cson-~Dixon Line ojcoundary marger surveyor)
ORGANIZATION DATE (site surveyed
Maryland Historical Trust/llaryland Geological Survey 2/21/80 itn Jecn Huing)
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
o ’ . - . PR
145080 iiount Avenue 301/472-2123
CITY OR TOWN STATE
funoenix ilaryland 21131

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PSs. {108
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APOLIS MARYLAND
12, STATE LIAISON OFFICER CHRTIF*CZATTO_N” G 4 S ONATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
O State [] Local

The recommended

O

National

Name

Title

Date

I herebv certify that this.property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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